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FORESTS AND FORESTRY, THIRD GRADE JARRAH, SAWN TIMBER RECOVERY RATE 

305. Mr B.K. Masters to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

I refer to the paper presented by Peter Robertson from the WA Forest Alliance at the Eco Forestry Forum that 
was organised by Hon Dr Christine Sharp on 16 March 2002, and his claim on page 3 of his paper that ‘It has 
been confirmed at the highest level of Government that recent trials by sawmillers and the FPC have shown 
that 3rd grade jarrah sawlogs....can be milled to produce 33% sawn timber (sic).’ and ask - 

(a) will the Minister confirm that trials have been conducted by sawmillers and the FPC, showing 
recoveries of sawn timber from 3rd grade logs at this high level; 

(b) is it true that ‘The report of these trials is currently being suppressed by the Government’; 
(c) what report is Mr Robertson referring to and is he accurately quoting from it when he states 

that 33% sawn timber recoveries can be obtained from 3rd grade logs; and 
(d) does the Minister agree that the waste of 3rd grade logs that are left in the forest to be burnt 

over the past decade is a ‘massive rip-off of the forests and the public’ and that it ‘should be 
investigated by the office of the Auditor General’? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
(a)-(c)  I provide a letter about a Forest Products Commission (FPC) trial of bole sawlogs, sent by the 

Minister to Mr Robertson on 22 March 2002, that is central to the Member's question.  [See 
paper No 481.] 

Firstly, it is obvious from the letter that, to his knowledge, the Minister was the first to advise 
Mr Robertson about the trial. It also indicates that a copy of the relevant report was provided to 
the Western Australian Forest Alliance (WAFA) at that time, and that a full briefing on the 
issue by the FPC was offered to WAFA. This offer has not been taken up. However, these 
points together show that any claim that the report of this trial has ever been suppressed by the 
Government is baseless. The letter also spells out the very specific nature of the trial and the 
reasons why the results cannot be extended generally to third grade logs. Mr Robertson's 
statement that the trial showed recoveries of 33 per cent from third grade logs is not correct. 

(d) No. However, the Government believes that utilisation of currently unsaleable material can be 
improved and will continue to work towards that end. 

 


